
Welcome! 

Hardy School Back to School Night 
Thursday, October 8, 2015 

First Grade 
Ms. French, Ms. Picarde, Mrs. Pierce/Ms. Naugler, Ms. Sliney 



Overview 

•  Tonight we will discuss: 
– Daily Schedule 
– Curriculum & Classroom Work 
– Homework 
– Classroom & School Rules 



Daily Schedule 

•  An average day includes: 
–  80 minute literacy block (including 

phonics instruction, sustained silent 
reading,  guided reading, word work) 

–  60 minutes of math 
–  40 minutes of writing 
–  40 minutes of specials (art, music, P.E., or 

library) 
–  40 minutes of science or social studies  
–  Lunch/recess and snack/recess 



Daily Schedule- 
Snacks & Recess 

•  Snack/recess is short (10 minutes) 
•  Please pack a small, healthy 

snack 
•  We will go outside all year, unless 

there is inclement weather 



Curriculum-E.L.A.  
•  Fundations 

–  Whole group phonics and spelling 
–  Individual, partner, and small group activities 

•  Reader’s Workshop 
–  Sustained silent reading 
–  Opportunities to respond to reading via 

partner chats, journal responses, and whole 
group shares 

•  Guided Reading 
–  Leveled groups meet with teacher to work 

on specific reading strategies, 
comprehension, and word work 



Curriculum-Writing  
•  Writer’s Workshop 
– Forms include personal narratives, 

opinion writing,  & informational 
writing 

– There will also be some prompt 
based and personal choice writing 



Curriculum-Math  
•  Writing and counting to 100 
•  Addition and subtraction, composition and 

decomposition of numbers to 20 
•  Patterns 
•  Counting by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s 
•  Story (word) problems 
•  Time to the hour and half hour 
•  Money (counting and combining coins up to $1.00) 
•  Place value 
•  Graphing (data collection and representation) 
•  Measurement (non-standard) 
•  Geometry (2-D and 3-D shapes) 



Curriculum-Science 
•  Experiental learning, as well as 

incorporating science across the 
curriculum (i.e., reading non-
fiction texts and writing non-
fiction informational books) 

•  Some topics covered are: 
–  Sound and Light 
– Air and Weather 
– Plants and Animals 
– Engineering Windmills 



Curriculum-Social Studies 
•  Holidays 
•  Map Skills 
•  Study various countries, 

including Mexico, Africa, and 
the United States 
– Learn about culture, climate, 

terrain, animals, people, and 
famous landmarks 



Classroom Work 
•  Students are responsible for completing all 

in class assignments 
•  Friday (and other free times) they will be 

given time to finish incomplete work. 
•  All work will be reviewed by the teacher 

and sent home. It is not necessary to 
complete unfinished work; however, if work 
completion is a problem with your child the 
teacher might speak with you privately 
about taking the time to finish some 
incomplete work at home. 



Homework 
•  Children will be provided with a homework binder.  

Each month there will be a “menu” of choices.   
•  Children should read each night for a minimum of 10 

minutes. They must log the books they read.  
•  Each night they should also choose an item off of the 

menu and complete the activity. 
•  In addition to their menu choice, your child should 

also practice their weekly word wall words (these 
words, as well as activities will be provided in their 
binder. 

•  Homework activities should be done in their binders.  
Binders will be collected each Friday and returned 
that day.  Homework only needs to be done 4 days 
each week. 



Homework 
•  Homework is meant to reinforce material 

learned in the classroom.   
•  You shouldn’t have to teach at home, but 

feel free to help your child if he/she is 
struggling. 

•  Encourage your child to ask specific 
questions and to tell you what they do know. 

•  If homework becomes a struggle, please 
contact your child’s teacher to talk about  
a way to help your child or an alternative. 



Responsive Classroom 
•  Responsive Classroom is a teaching 

approach that has been successfully used 
by elementary teachers around the 
country for twenty years. It helps create 
leaning environments where children thrive 
academically, socially, and emotionally. It 
emphasizes teaching children to take care 
of themselves, each other, and the school 
environment so that everyone can learn at 
his/her best. 



Responsive Classroom- 
Logical Consequences 

•  Time-out: If a child is being disruptive, she/he goes to a designated spot in 
the room to pull back together. The time-out is short. The child comes back 
as soon as he/she has regained control. Children may voluntarily go to 
time-out.  

•  Loss of privilege: If a child misuses a material or acts out during an activity, 
that child will be told to stop using the material or stop doing the activity 
for short period of time. The privilege will be restored when the child and 
teacher have talked about how to prevent a similar problem in the future.  

•  “You break it, you fix it”: If a child damages something or hurts someone’s 
feelings, he/she will try to fix the damage. In the case of hurting someone’s 
feelings, the child might offer an “apology of action” by writing a card, 
helping with an activity, making an illustration, or taking some other action 
beyond verbally saying “sorry.” 



Celebrations 
•  Children are not allowed to bring in treats to 

celebrate their birthdays. 
–  We will acknowledge all student’s birthdays by singing 

“Happy Birthday”. 

•  We will have several class parties throughout the 
year.   
–  Usually we have celebrations for Halloween, before 

December break, for Valentine’s Day, and the end of 
the school year. 

•  Food/treats will be allowed for these celebrations, 
as long as they follow the new state guidelines.  For a 
complete list of approved foods please visit:  
www.johnstalkerinstitute.org/alist. 



Absences 
•  Please make sure to call or e-mail the 

safe arrival, in the event that your 
child is absent. Email: 
Safe@HardySchool.com or call 
(before 8:30 a.m.): 781-316-3780. 

•  Please let me know in advance if you 
have a pre-planned absence (i.e., a 
vacation not during a scheduled 
school break). 



Contact Information 
•  Ms. French 

–  jfrench@arlington.k12.ma.us  
–  (781) 316-3782 X2332 

•  Ms. Picarde 
–  kpicarde@arlington.k12.ma.us  
–  (781) 316-3782 X2323 

•  Mrs. Pierce/Ms. Naugler 
–  jpierce@arlington.k12.ma.us 
–  mnaugler@arlington.k12.ma.us  
–  (781) 316-3782 X2317 

•  Ms. Sliney 
–  jsliney@arlington.k12.ma.us 
–  (781) 316-3782 ext. 2318 



Volunteers 
•  Please remember to go to your child’s 

classroom after this to sign up for volunteer 
opportunities  

•  Specific details will be available from your 
child’s teacher 
 



Questions 

? 


